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This presentation 
focuses on the 
development of 
the WVU Tech 
AWESOME 
organization

What is AWESOME?

How did AWESOME 
begin?

Where is AWESOME 
going next?



The purpose of AWESOME is to support and 
encourage women in the STEM fields.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
--here I would say that fewer than 20% of the students in the STEM majors at Tech are female and some majors only have 1 or 2 women in a year.  Then talk about your support topics below.
There are very few women in STEM and this organization main purpose is to support and encourage women in STEM
We are a support system for women on campus.
We also encourage young women to join STEM fields no matter what the stereotypes say.




AWESOME brings STEM professionals to 
campus to speak with our students.

Millie Marshall, President of Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing West Virginia, 

Inc.

Ashley Gavin, Computer 
Science and comedian

Valori Ranson, PE. Chemical 
Engineering Consultant, Tech 78

Upcoming Speakers: Amy Haddix, Chemical Engineering, DOW
Dr. Andrea Stark, Internal Medicine, CAMC
Stacia Wentz, Electrical Engineering Technology, Eagle Research
Karri Rogers, Biology, Potesta & Associates, Inc.



AWESOME sponsors professional 
development workshops for students on 
campus.

LinkedIn Profile Pics

Resume Workshops
Mock Interviews



AWESOME provides K-12 and 
community outreach.



Most importantly, AWESOME builds 
relationships.



Structure of AWESOME

• Open to any student or faculty regardless of 
discipline and gender.

• Contains both a student and faculty group
- An officially registered student organization 

with 4 student officers, constitution and bylaws
- All female STEM faculty are part of the faculty 

group of advisors with a focus of supporting 
the student group.



For Faculty, AWESOME builds 
relationships.

• Meeting and getting to know students from 
various majors, both female and male.

• Collaborated on interdisciplinary classes
• Learning about other disciplines



History of AWESOME

• Created in 2014
• Toyota MMWV 

initiative
• Mission to support 

students both 
academically and 
professionally.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Homegrown
2013, Toyota supported 3 focus groups sessions 
Dean Z asking me to start the club, getting the faculty together to discuss the mission, co-advisors
Continued Toyota support fundingwise.



Reaching STEM Students in a Small 
School Environment

Overall Student Population: 1,106

Leonard C. Nelson College of 
Engineering and Sciences ~500 students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When faculty group debated what organization would work best but decided create a new one to be inclusive to all students.
SWE rejected
Wanted something small.
Departments involved – Physical Sciences (Chemistry, Physics and Biology) and Engineering (ME, EE, CE, Che, ET) and Math, CS/IT (10 departments)




Reaching STEM Students in a Small 
School Environment

19%

81%

WVU Tech STEM Students

Female
Male

22%

78%

STEM Faculty

Female
Male

Female STEM Students: ~ 93
Female Faculty Members: 11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Created a student chapter in Fall of 2014
Student chapter has a really active profile on campus and do lots of activities.
So where is AWESOME going next?



Spreading the AWESOME news!

• New student chapters
• Professional chapters
• Industry collaborations 

and mentorship 
programs

• Research on Women in 
STEM

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Created an executive board: Me Kimberly and Afrin
To help shuttle in a new era in awesome. To become more than just a student chapter. We want to spread the awesome news to other universities and colleges. We hope that NASA will be able to collaborate us with this matter.
Wanting to create new student chapters and professional chapters. To support each other even after leaving the education system. 
Continued industry collaboration




Contact Information
Executive Board:
Dr. Winnie Fu (Mechanical Engineering), Winnie.Fu@mail.wvu.edu
Dr. Kimberlyn Gray (Chemical Engineering), Kimberlyn.Gray@mail.wvu.edu
Dr. Afrin Naz (Computer Science) Afrin.Naz@mail.wvu.edu

Leonard C. Nelson College of Engineering and Sciences
Amy Moore: (304) 929-1670

Besrat Seifu
Awesome President
beseifu@mix.wvu.edu



Questions?
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